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THE KINGDOM OF GOD: THE IDEA

For our message today | will be sharing from the wor&ebrge Eldon Laddlhe Gospel of the
Kingdom.Grand Rapids, MI: Wm B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1959 Chapter One

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near" ( Matt)3i@hn the Baptist

The Biblical idea of the Kingdom of God is deeply rootechn ®©Ild Testament. It is based on
the confidence that there is one eternal, living God d®revealed Himself to humanity.
Likewise, He has a purpose for the human race whichadechosen to accomplish through
Israel. Hope, biblical hope, forms an essential elenmettie revealed will and the redemptive
work of the living God.

Thus the prophets announced a day when people will livéhege peace. God shall then
"judge between the nations, and shall decide for many @&ogutd they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooksgmatiall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more" (&4). The problems of human society will be
solved. The evils of humanity’s physical environment shaldenore. The wolf shall dwell
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down withkiok and the calf and the young lion and
the fatling together, and a little child shall lead th€led. 11:6) Peace, safety, security; all this
was promised by the prophets for the happy future.

Then came Jesus of Nazareth with the announcefii@tent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand" (Matt. 4:17)This theme of the coming of the Kingdom of God was ceitrdis mission.
Jesus designed His teaching to show people how they nmigdnttbe Kingdom of God (Matt.
5:20; 7: 21). His mighty works were intended to prove thatdingdom of God had come upon
them (Matt. 12: 28). His parables illustrated to His gies the truth about the Kingdom of God
(Matt. 1 3: 11). And when He taught His followers to pratythe heart of their petition come the
words,"Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it iseaven" (Matt. 6: 100n the

eve of His death, Jesus assured His disciples thatddtl yet share with them the happiness
and the fellowship of the Kingdom (Luke 22: 22-30). And He prodnibat He would appear
again, on the earth, in glory, to bring the blesseslnéthe Kingdom to those for whom it was
prepared (Matt. 25:31, 34). (Ladd, George Elddre Gospel of the KingdoiGrand Rapids,

MI: Wm B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1959 Chapter One.)

Some identify the KOG as an inward power. Some seeapocalyptic. Some say it is another
term for the Church; some say it is nothing more thaid@al pattern for society, a utopia.

But in this message for now, we look at John the Bagtidthis announcement in prophetic
manner that the KOG was near.
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Centuries had passed during which the living voice of prophaedypben stilled. The true God
had not been speaking directly through a human voices@étiple to tell them His specific

will, to give reasons for oppression, to condemn theditise people, to call for some national
repentance, to assure impending judgment without repentaniepromise any kind of
deliverance if and when the nation might respond. Tweenothing coming from the true God.

So two streams of religious life were pretty much emined by the time God started to stir
things up. There was a scribal religion which interprétedvill of God strictly in terms of
obedience to the written Law as interpreted by thibessrand there were the apocalyptists who
in addition to the Law wrote of a future salvation.

Then there were military and political rebellions agaRome meant to spur on the coming of
the KOG. People sought national independence and thedggsyof David and Solomon. The
people yearned for the coming of God’s Kingdom, looking fat tme, the Messiah, who would
bring peace, exercise justice, show forth mercy, anchgseetGentiles out of here!

Suddenly, there was John who would be called the Baptiwt.S€ripture tells us the story.
Luke 1.5-25; 1.57-80.

John grew up an@the word of God came to John...in the wilderness.” (L8BK&. In response
to that word John appeared in the valley of the Jordanuncing that the KOG was near. John
wore the hairy mantle and the leather girdle todaté by his clothing the mark of a prophet
(Zechariah 13.4; 2 Kings 1.8). We might think John was imgeéElijah, but John says not.
“Then they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He,saam not.” ‘Are you the
Prophet?’ And he answered, ‘No.” John 1.21

John was an OT prophet bringing in the NT. He annour@@d3od was about to take action, to
manifest kingly power and that people must repent. Agege of this repentance, people had
to submit to baptism. People came to listen to his messageuamit to his demands. We can
read what he was telling everyone in Luke 3.1-20; Matthew 3.Mag 1.1-8; John 1.19-28.

“And he went into all the region around the Jordan, priegca baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins’as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiaé fiiophet, saying:

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,

‘Prepare the way of thedrbp;

Make His paths straight.

®Every valley shall be filled

And every mountain and hill brought low.

The crooked places shall be made straight

And the rough ways smooth;

® And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” Luke-8:3

In Is 44:3-5 God promised to pour out His Spirit on the degamets of Jacob in quickening and
life-giving power. In Is 32:15 this messianic King would reig righteousness and prosperity,
and justice and peace would prevail. Ezekiel promisesetherection of the nation when God
will put His Spirit within them to give them life (Ezek. 34). God was to give His people a
new heart and a new spirit, enabling them to walk id@ree to God'’s will (Ez. 36:37). Cf.
Joel 2:28-32. The great and terrible Day of the Lord is tattemded by a great outpouring of
the Spirit and by apocalyptic signs in heaven and oh.eddhn was saying that these promises
were about to be fulfilled through One who was to wlleim.



“Now as the people were in expectation, and all reakontheir hearts about John, whether he
was the Chrisbr not,*®John answered, saying to all, I indeed baptize you witlemvatit One
mightier than | is coming, whose sandal strap | amwmathy to loose. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire!”His winnowing fanis in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out
His threshing floor, and gather the wheat into His bauhthe chaff He will burn with
unguenchable fire.” Luke 3:15-17 NKJV

The baptism of fire refers to judgment. The wheak balgathered into the granary but the chaff
will be burned up with unquenchable fire. This speaks ofagstdyical judgment for it extends
the limits of what a fire could do to chaff. (Is 1:86;24; Jer. 7:20) Everyone will be affected.
There will be a separation. Judgment is impending, anditfafrtrees will be cut down and
thrown into the fire (Mt 3:7-10; Luke 3:7-9). This really sded drastic to a poor people in a
country that normally did not destroy unfruitful treesbdoyning but at least used them for their
wood.

Finally, God will act to fulfill the OT expectation kingly power for the salvation of the
righteous and the judgment of the wicked. (Malachi 4:Tiudal; Is 30:33)

John thought of these as taking place simultaneousliyn just says the Coming One (Mt 3:11).
This Coming One would be the agent. John’s announcenagistends the usual OT
expectatiornn that the messianic personage is to be both Savwibdadge, whereas in the OT he
is a Davidic king who is not the agent for establishimgkingdom.

John says, “Repent.” It means to turn from sin to Gbalturn away from idols, to turn away
your faces from all your abominations (Ez. 14:6; Is. 55:6,l7)neans to turn or return to the
Lord (Is 19:22; 55:7). It means genuine sorrow for sin. Hélerew idea involves the turning
around of the whole person toward God. hhistanoiain Greek, conversion. The thing was that
many Rabbis taught that repentance was to be understoalightihof the Law, that conversion
meant turning to the Law in obedience to the expresdedfsod, i.e., doing good works. (But
it is not Law-righteousness that saves; it is Chigdtiteousness that saves.)

John’s baptism rejected all ideas of nationalistic galeighteousness and required a moral-
spiritual but real turning to God. He did not assume laeimus people. One had to repent and
manifest this repentance in changed conduct to escapapkading judgment. A person could
not rely on being descended from Abraham. The people th@&aytis wrath would fall on the
Gentiles. John warned the religious leaders in Iscafde, like snakes before a fire, from the
coming wrath. What!

John’s baptism is not a repentance baptism that resutisgiveness of sin. It is the expression
of the repentance that results in the forgivenesssf sThe act of some ritual or rite is not
sufficient; there has to be real change.

With John the age of the Law and the prophets has aoitednd. Since John, the KOG is
working in the world, and the least in the new era kngkeater blessings than John did, because
such enjoy personal fellowship with the Messiah and thesbigs this brings. John the baptizer
is the herald.

In the gospel of John, we find a difference from theopyic gospels. This Coming One is the
Lamb of God who will take away the sin of the worldn(dd..29).

In John 1 we have John’s own interpretation of his egpea at the baptism of Jesus. When
Jesus came to John for baptism, John recognized thae tbefio was someone different. Jesus



neither had sins to confess nor a sense of guilt tbHewa to repentance. John recognized the
sinlessness of Jesus. Instead, John was convictedawhisinfulness in the presence of Jesus.
Jesus insisted on baptism that He might “fulfillredhteousness.” (Mt 3:15) This Jesus was
declared by God to be The One. Jesus is God’s chosenh®@riglect One. (Ladd, George
Eldon.A Theology of the New Testame@rand Rapids, MI: Wm B Eerdmans Pub Co, 1991.)

The Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of Heaven, is it a maltkingdom, or a spiritual kingdom
because it is within, or is it a future kingdom? Isnealized or present Kingdom? Or is it one
of those “already, and not yet” positions of Scripture?

The Kingdom of God has come; it is now present and has arrived

“Jesus declared that his coming marked the end of the aldheen he said, "The Law and the
Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that tineegttod news of the kingdom of God is
being preached"l(uke 16:16). Here two distinct periods of history are distinguishidte
former is referred to as the period of the Law and tbelpets. The second is the period of the
kingdom of God. John the Baptist is seen as a bridgebetiobrings the "old" to its conclusion
and announces the breaking in of the "new." This "newigthwhich cannot be mixed with the
old (Mr 2:21-22),which gathers the outcastdgtt 11:4-6) and the lost tribes of IsraeMark
3:13-19; Matt 19:28), which manifests signs and marveNéaft 13:16-17, which inaugurates a
new covenant L Cor 11:25), is nothing other than the arrival of the kingdon@oid. Jesus also
announced that now already the long-awaited messiangubahad begunl(uke 14:15-24).
The kingdom of God was now in their presentele 17:20-21— "among" is a better
translation than "within" ). https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/kingdom-of-god/

The Kingdom of God is also “not yet.”

There will be a consummation, which includes the comintp@fSon of Man, the final
resurrection, and faith turning to sight, e.g. The K®@eace, joy, and righteousness in the
Holy Spirit. One day we will see Jesus as He i tadace.

Pressing toward the mark by the grace of God,
Mary Craig, D. Min.

Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, €gm blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the woNtatthew 25:34 KJV
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See our new Mary Craig Ministries YouTube Channel hevew.youtube.com/channel/UCs4c
INXMh2HKF36huJQTOA Subscribe for free.

Mary Craig Ministries, Inc. is a USA 501 ( C ) (3) nonigroorporation founded in 1993.
Federal ID 65-0429517.


http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs4c-InXmh2HKF36huJQTOA

