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The Kingdom of God was the central message of Jesud.Chfask 1:14, 15. Matthew 4:23.
Luke 4:21

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their gygaes, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom, and healing all. Matthew 4:23.

The words “kingdom of God” do not occur in the OT, butithea is found throughout the
prophets with a two-fold emphasis. (1) God is spoken tiaKing, both of Israel (e.g. Exo
15:18; Num. 23:21; Deut. 33:5, Is 43:15) and of all the earth (@Ki9:15, Is 6:5, Jer 46:18, Ps
29:10; 99:1-4). (2) God is now King, but the Bible refereracday when He shall become King
and rule over His people. (Is 24:23, 33:22, 52:7, Zeph. 3:15, Z4®%ff). So while God is

King, He must manifest His kingship in the world of people aations.

In Isaiah 9 and 11 the Kingdom is to arise out of histod/there will be a descendant of David
ruling in an earthly setting. After the return fromlexthe Jews lost hope of a Kingdom in
history and started looking for an apocalyptic inbreakinGod in the Person of a heavenly son
of Man with a completely transcendental Kingdom “be/bistory.” There is considerable
diversity in the description of the KOG in the OT, the KOG always involves an inbreaking of
God into history when God's redemptive purpose is fully zedli The Kingdom is always an
earthly hope, although an earth redeemed from the cuesel.of

The OT hope is always ethical. It lets the lighth& future shine on the present. Israel will be
confronted by history in the here and now. Inthe OTpleedespaired of history, feeling that it
was given over to evil powers. God’s people could only edxgéffering and affliction in this
age until God would act to establish His Kingdom in the Agédme. Zealots arose who were
not content to wait for God to bring His Kingdom but wdetermined to hasten its coming with
the sword.

Psalm 145:11-13; Ps 103:19. The KOG means God'’s rule or spvgreilThe KOG is both
future and present. It is the eschatological eraleésan and yet God is now KingGod is
now the King, but He must also become King. That is the crux of the matter.

They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom, And talkrour power, To make known to the
sons of men His mighty acts, And the glorious majestyis kingdom. Your kingdors an
everlasting kingdom, And Your domini@mdureshroughout all!lgenerations. Psalm 145:11-
13.

In the NT we have the KOG but also the kingdom ofris@vens, a phrase that occurs only in
Matthew, where it is used 34 times. Everywhere elskaelNT the phrase KOG is used. The
“Kingdom of the heavens” is a Semitic idiom, where ‘h@#s” is a substitute for the divine
name. (Luke 15:18). Both phrases, KOG and the kingdom of theehs, are seldom used in
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Jewish literature before the days of Jesus. When gdesuss, He introduces in His teaching a
large number of new phrasabout theébasileig of kingdom, that have no parallels in the
literature of the world into which Jesus came.

In the NT God’s Kingdom comes, or appears, and will bringagéesto its end and inaugurate
the Age to Come. (Mt 6:10, Luke 19:11) The wbadileia can designate both the
manifestation or coming of God'’s kingly rule and thehasclogical realm in which God's rule is
enjoyed. So, inheriting eternal life and entering the K@&sgnonymous with entering into the
Age to Come. The coming of the KOG will mean the fewad total destruction of the devil and
his angels (Mt 25:41). It will mean the formation oedeemed society unmixed with evil (Mt.
13:36-43). It will mean perfected fellowship with God attesssianic feast (Luke 13:28, 29).

But when Jesus comes preaching the KOG, He does nothHinitingdom to one nation, the
nation of Israel. He universalizes the Kingdom. This laasl for people, even His own family.
In the OT and in Judaism, the Kingdom was always picturéekrms of national Israel. The
Gentiles might be conquered or converted, but the Kingd@wesys Israel's. By Jesus’ day the
establishing of God’s Kingdom was believed to mean theremuay of Israel over all other
political and national enemies.

John the Baptist rejected this Jewish particularisml@oiked upon the most religious of the
Jews as being in need of repentance to enter the coming Kmg#aocording to Jesus, if
someone wanted to see or enter the KOG, they had“tmbeagain.” They had to respond to
His own Person and message and believe. Jesus affiratddrdel, the natural “sons of the
Kingdom” will be rejected from the Kingdom and their plaaken by others (Matthew 8:12).
The true “sons of the kingdom” are those who respondsiasJend accept His word (Mt. 13:38).
The true family of Jesus are those who do the withefFather; and what is that will? It is to
believe on the Son, Jesus Christ. One must retigvpresent proclamation of the KOG with a
childlike attitude of complete dependence to enter irdactiming Kingdom (Mark 10:15).

Jesus saw His ministry as a fulfillment of the Qdmise in history, short of the apocalyptic
consummation. Luke 4:21, Matthew 11:2-6 cf Isaiah 35:5, 6. 'Jegsson is repeatedly
understood as the fulfillment of the OT promises. it 12:28. The KOG has come before
Jesus is casting out demons by the Spirit of God. Jpsus svith authority. He used
commands. He delivered people from satanic bondage. TGei&@resent.

But if | cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surelykimgdom of God has come upon you. Or
how can one enter a strong man’s house and plundgodds, unless he first binds the strong
man? And then he will plunder his house. Matthew 12:28, 29.

What was present was not the eschaton, but the kingly power of God attacking the

dominion of Satan, and delivering people from the power of evil. Jesus has invaded the
kingdom of Satan and has “bound” the strong man. Mt. 12r2¢hese two verses we have the
essential theology of the KOG. Instead of waitingluh& end of the age to reveal His kingly
power and destroy satanic evil, Jesus declares that Gaatted in His kingly power to curb the
power of Satan. In other words, God’s Kingdom in Jesaghiag has a twofold manifestation:
at the end of the age to destroy Satan, and in Jesssiomito bind Satan. Before Satan’s final
destruction, people may be delivered from Satan’s poweadd( p 66)

In binding, Satan’s power is curbed. However, Satanmwoesito be active: he snatches away
the word of the Kingdom when it does not find real acceptangang people (Mt. 13:19); he
was able to speak through Peter (Mark 8:33); he enteredudtss (Luke 22:3); and he wanted
to take over Peter (Luke 22:31). Satan is not powerlessivpower has been broken.



Some explain it like military action in a war. Tdecisive battle in a war may be won and the
tide is turned before gaining final victory. Jesus has dealléath blow to Satan and the final
outcome and triumph of God’s Kingdom is certain.

Most say Jesus’ binding of Satan occurred in the wildern€shers say that the casting out of
demons constituted the “binding” as Satan was spoiled. &#ith act of exorcism Jesus saw a
defeat of Satan.

Jesus gave this power to His disciples when He cononidithem to travel throughout Galilee
preaching the KOG (Luke 10:9). They got all excited about thesus said that He saw Satan
fall like lightning from heaven. The context suggests flesus saw in the successful mission of
the 70 an evidence of the defeat of Satan. A decisiteryibas been won. Satan has been
bound; he has fallen from his place of power; but higl filestruction awaits the end of the age.

So, the enemies of God’s Kingdom are not hostile natiar spiritual powers of evil. The
victory of God’s Kingdom is a victory in the spiritual wabithat will manifest in the physical
world. The victory won in the spiritual realm will lbgidenced in the sphere of history.

It is this that sets the Christian gospel apart fromidadaThose of Jesus’ day conceived of the
age as under the power of evil while God had retreatedtfieracene of human history. Only in
the Day of Judgment would Israel be delivered and her toarseptinished. There was despair
because it was thought that in hist@gd was aloof and unmoved by the sufferings of His
people.

In Jesus’ Person, in Jesus Himself, God invaded humtomhand triumphed over evil. He
bound Satan and broke the power of evil as He preachedwit tand healed and cast out
demons. He defeated Satan when He died on the crogghandHe rose again from the dead.
He is defeating Satan now as He sits at the righd b&the Father in glory. He is coming again
to bring the consummation of the KOG.

Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a publitaspeof them, triumphing over
them in it. Colossians 2:15.

Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and,liHe Himself likewise shared in
the same, that through death He might destroy him wtidhHeapower of death, that is, the devil,
5and release those who through fear of death wereeilllifetime subject to bondage. Hebrews
2:14, 15.

The KOG camein an unexpected form. It was not accompanied by the signs and outward
display the Pharisees and Zealots and others of thexgeected. When, where? The KOG was
in their midst. Luke 17:20, 21Entos hymon The KOG is to be received in the inner man, in
the spirit of a person. Jesus would not have said tBhhesees that the KOG was within them.
He opposed the Pharisees. He was saying that the K&8Gnwheir midst in Himself, in Jesus’
Person. If you have Jesus in your heart, you havKitigglom of God. If He is ruling your
spirit, soul, and body, you are in the KOG and you lbggower to overcome Satan and evil in
your life. Your choices and behavior will demonstratetlbr or not Jesus is ruling your life.
Don't be deceived, Paul will say, certain categoriegemiple will not inherit the Kingdom of
God.

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit kiegdom of God? Do not be deceived.
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,#Boomosexuals, nd¥sodomites®nor



thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, xiortgoners will inherit the kingdom of
God.™And such were some of you. But you were washed, but yoe'hsanctified, but you
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by ti@ 8pour God. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.

We can’t say we are saved and elect and then contirtbe things of darkness and evil, in
immorality. We may struggle against the forces of dakiresur lives, but we must know that
we can have victory in Jesus. Jesus has had thewiaterare not victims. He was the
sacrificial Lamb without sin, the victim, who offereg Himself as the sacrifice for sin, not His
sin, but our sin. That offering of Himself was accedtg the Father. Jesus is the Beloved; we
are in Christ, the Beloved of the Father. The restion of Christ proved that the offering of
Himself was accepted, that divine justice had been isatjdégally and judicially. There is
forgiveness of sin legally and judicially for those wdgk, who repent of their sin and entrust
their hearts, their souls, their being, to Jesus. By, soul, spirit, and life.

Truth is a rare commodity today. Jesus is the WayTthth, and the Life. The Word of God is
Truth. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth. €h.iving God is the true God, the one, true God.

And this is eternal life, that they might know You, tBee, true God and Jesus Christ whom
You have sent. John 17:3.

The war has been won; the death blow has alreadyds=din Satan and those of his kingdom
await that final Day. Jesus has triumphed. Satstrhiskratos,dominion/governing
power/authority. The Kingdom is already and not yetit iow for sure, the prophetic word
will be fulfilled and the truth of the Word will prevailThe power of sin has been broken. The
payment for sin has been paid. Every true believeivedikin the power of the resurrection
now. So walk in it now, knowing that the Day of gloryivebme in power, bringing full
consummation of the covenant.

Jesus said,The time is fulfilled, and the KOG is at hand; repemd aelieve in the gospél
(Mark 1:14, 15) To see this kingdom, you will need to be lagiain. To enter this kingdom,
you will need to be born again. John 3. To repent, ydlineed God to change your heart first.
To believe you must belong. You must be one who @ra-but-of-God one. This takes the
Holy Spirit. If He plants in you the seed of lifeg s planting in your heart the Life of Jesus.
That Life will sprout and grow and live into the ageshaf ages, eternal life. It is only in Christ.
Do you want it?
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Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, €gm blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the woNtatthew 25:34 KJV
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