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Jesus came into a culture announcing the Kingdom of Godetddorth a new order of
things, a new way of looking at the Law of God. In casitto the culture of the world,
then and now, the culture of the KOG seems upside-dodiinaide-out. We are used to
the stories and words of Jesus; but they were shocladgat, and wild to the people
who heard them first-hand.

Jesus spoke in parables. He let his listeners appipé¢haaing to their own setting. This
is good, | think, because it doesn't lock things into a&#ipime frame and specific
culture. Issues and events become dated. In locaigsethat change across time and
around the globe from nation to nation, Jesus’ foliewesed to discern what Jesus
teaches under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We haallow the Holy Spirit to apply
truth to the time in which we live and to the culturevimch we find ourselves. The
KOG may look different in different cultural settingé/e live in a democracy (of sorts)
in the USA,; others live in persecution under the rulerafal tyrants.

We have talked about John the Baptist announcing thengodd®G. Luke 3:4-6. This
portrays a revolutionary new kingdom. There are four agr full valleys, flat
mountains, straight curves, and level bumps. Thisiggs a radical shake-up, a
shattering of things beyond recognition, a transformaticsooial patterns. We are
talking about a “flat society” with Jesus as King.

Luke 1:49-53. We have looked at this as well. Mary seesyipes of people startled
and surprised. Those at the top of the ladder, the ptioaidich, and the mighty, topple.
These are stripped of their thrones and scattered andwsay empty. The poor and
hungry, at the bottom of the ladder, get a surprisingtddke top. The social world is to
be flipped upside down. The expectation was that the Messiuld expel pagan
invaders and establish the long-awaited kingdom and overiir&eme.

Something highly valued on one ladder in the old way ranksthe bottom of the other.
It is an inversion. Jesus didn’t call for some sornafginal society, for social
avoidance, or withdrawal. Believers are in the worldrmitof the world. Kingdom
action takes place in the world but kingdom folks folidifferent rules and have a
different king. Kingdom values challenge the system andwa against the grain of the
dominant culture. These kingdom values are deeply rooteavimand in the abiding
grace of God. God seeds new ways of thinking and livinganorld society of
violence, greed, selfishness, etc. The coming of Jesugsbrhange and re-ordering.

The Kingdom speaks with authority. Jesus’ words are aatealways, anywhere. He is
setting the normal. He is saying how we ought to orderiaadur lives. We have seen
that the KOG means the dynamic rule or reign of Gbd always becoming, spreading,
and growing. It is a kingdom from heaven but one thatek here and now. It appears
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when men and women submit their hearts and lives toithefueod. The kingdom is
something people enter, not something that enters theisindt a state of mind, but a
state of affairs. One must be born again, borrob@od, to see and enter the KOG. As
Jesus enters the heart of the elect one, a born-pgeson enters the KOG.

The mind is affected, but kingdom living is fundamentallyiglocThere is citizenship,
loyalties, and identity. Believers, holy ones, saiatg citizens of heaven even while
living on earth. Jesus is owed their supreme loyaltyoelever’s identity is in Christ.

Living in a kingdom means sharing in its history as God bididskingdom. Believers
are to enter the KOG and stay there, abiding, dwellinggth&€hey are to embrace the
kingdom, serve in it and not mock it,

The kingdom is not a collection of people who happerettogether in time and space,
like people waiting for the “Walk” light at an intecg®n. The KOG is an
interdependent cluster of people who get together, indkieach other, formulate
common goals, and choose to live on the policies of Kiag. The KOG is a network
of people who have yielded their hearts and relatiossiphe reign of God. God rules
in their hearts and in their social relationships. Kang citizens are bound together.
True believers are co-heirs with Christ because #neyin Christ.”

Jesus unveiled the secrets of God and the nature ofQf®& KGod spoke through the
concrete acts of Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus announcadivaéof the KOG. He
described it in parables and sermons. The Lord’s Pragieomes the advent of the
kingdom on earth from heaven. The gospel of the kingglo@s forth.

Jesus’ actions also teach us about the kingdom. Thayysto God’s kingdom. We
often fail to ask why things are as they are. Why@a life so often a hierarchy, a
ranking of people on some vertical social ladder? Wiathee assumptions of the world
system? What are the values and norms that we hearealized? How do laws change
culture and what is socially acceptable or unacceptaldss presents teaching that
breaks in upon and overturns old ways, old values, and sloigions. The KOG is full
of surprises, startling. Things are reversed. The elastserve are the greatest. The
immoral receive forgiveness and blessing sooner thase thbho deem themselves moral
and upstanding. Adults become like children with childlikenhfaiThe religious miss the
banquet. The pious living by outward rule receive “woes.”

Detours. We may not want to hear what Jesus is saying.upsetting the “way things
are.” We may want to bypass the core of His mess@éfgemay find ourselves taking a
few detours. Let’s look at five such detours.

1. Jesus is lost in history People say this, and that Jesus has many facesayie m
have lived, but how do we know exactly what He said, whenvas born, and
exactly whether or not He was resurrected? If we aamify all this, maybe we
can turn our backs to His gospel of the kingdom.

2. Jesus is wrapped in culture.Can we understand the message? It seems to make
little sense to us today. We’'re so far more advantgthe message relevant?
Maybe we shouldn’t be dragging Jesus’ message from Hiargthgulture into
our own. How can we figure out the message until vge giet it in its cultural
context?



3. Jesus’ teachings were “interim” teachings and so irrelevant foenduring
social relationships. Maybe He goofed by thinking the world would soon end.
Has the KOG come or do we wait for it? Are kingddhies meaningless today?

4. Jesus only spoke of spiritual things Spiritual realities come from God. Social
realities come from people. Are they separate resftiOr did God speak
through the Son, which in itself was a social acti@ptitting the spiritual and the
social is a detour around kingdom ethics. God enteredlsdfairs in human
form. Jesus is God in the flesh. God didn't just kpeards; He spoke through
His Son. (Hebrews) The incarnation is a weaving togethepiritual and social
realities. Faith in God is expressed in tangible.adesus doesn’t separate
spiritual and social. Spiritual insights have soaiglications. The Incarnation
moved the Holy of Holies right smack into the middfelerusalem streets and
into the towns and villages of Israel.

5. Jesus only addressed personal moralityHe spoke only to our personal
character and not to social ethics. This is a detougulegito keep us from
seeing how our personal beliefs affect or can affedespo We hear this from
politicians who say they personally believe one wayimut'’t try to influence
social mores. Jesus cared about character, attitudéses and emotions, inner
feelings, and personal behavior. This is true. But d&aber is social and when
we change, we affect everything around us. For exampigo ibeople are
dancing the dance of anger and one person stops dancingff¢lctd the dance.
We live in relationship with other people, with animalghwhe environment.
The inner life yields social fruit and the fruit ofjhteousness. Who will bear the
fruit of righteousness in the KOG? Who will bearitfithat remains?

Jesus gives us stories, pictures of the fruit of eighsness in the KOG. He doesn't spell
out some program or check list. Jesus called for repestaHe attacked the evil core of
human beings and institutions. Jesus called for lovesape it is the Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. We won't receive thgdom through violence and
Jesus didn't bring in the kingdom through a violent overthrdesus replaced force with
suffering and violence with love, a suffering love. ¢tallenged our values. What is the
power of love? Do we take or do we receive? Are wiesseling or do we serve
others? If indeed we have received the free gift ahatdife through Christ, how then
should we live?

Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the desert t@bwted by the devil. Matthew 4;
Mark 1:12, 13; Luke 4. We have 5 key words—bread, devil, deseuntaia, and
temple. The devil threatens holiness and wants utterudast. Out in the desert the
children of Israel ate bread (manna) from heaven. Ggehled the Ten Commandments
on a high mountain. God eventually dwelt in the holgdke. Jesus squared off against
the political (mountain), the religious (temple), ahd economic (bread) structures of
society. He squared off against sin, the mountain of @eioiging in a new and better
worship system, a temple not made with hands. He sdjadiragainst Satan and the
kingdom of darkness, the dryness void of the water@f IHe is the Bread from heaven,
sent by the Father to save.

Would Jesus use His position and power for personal gain@ldWie take the kingdom
by force and bypass the Cross? Would He worship Sathseame another master, a
created being, to get the prize? Would He take His dastimyHis own hands? But the
Devil had it wrong. The creature worships and serve€tbator. The Devil must bow
to the Christ. Jesus will hold to His mission and mgss He and the Father are one. It
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is the Father’s pleasure to give the Kingdom. In Himygess life. He was in the
beginning with God. All things were made by Him. Listedabn 1:1-14 carefully.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with &adithe Word was God.
2He was in the beginning with GotiAll things were made through Him, and without
Him nothing was made that was matlies Him was life, and the life was the light of
men.® And the light shines in the darkness, and the darknessticbmprehend it.

®There was a man sent from God, whose nam®John.” This man came for a witness,
to bear witness of the Light; that all through Him hiigelieve ® He was not that Light,
but was sento bear witness of that LightThat was the true Light which gives light to
every man coming into the world.

1%He was in the world, and the world was made through Hiahtle world did not
know Him.**He came to His own, and His own did not receive HftBut as many as
received Him, to them He gave the right to become childf&od, to those who believe
in His nameX*who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the fiesor of the will of
man, but of God.

4 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and wedcbelieglory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace &tnth. John 1:1-14 NKJV

Jesus would face trials designed to lure Him into someudétat would derail the whole
thing. We will have the same. But know this: Jesustesmpted in all points like as we
are, yet without sin. He had no iniquity in His head bent marring the purity of His
being. He is the Infinite God-Man. He is a Divine Paradth a Divine nature who took
on a human nature in a human body; one Personwithilistinct natures, in hypostatic
union. The two natures of Christ are without mixtuoefasion, without separation,
without change, without division. The Chalcedonian Crd&d,A.D.

“We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with onensent, teach men to confess one and
the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perf&ctdhead and also perfect in
manhood; truly God and truly man, of a reasonable soul @iyt sonsubstantial with us
according to the manhood; in all things like unto us, witlsiytbegotten before all ages
of the Father according to the Godhead, and in these tys, for us and for our
salvation, born of the virgin Mary, the mother of Gdtieotokos, God-bearer],
according to the manhood; one and the same ChristL8a, Only-begotten, to be
acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeablyisitaly, inseparably; the
distinction of natures being by no means taken away byrlwa, but rather the property
of each nature being preserved, and concurring in onerPansloone Subsistence, not
parted or divided into two persons, but one and the samea8d only begotten, God the
Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, as the prophets fromegehbing have declared
concerning him, and the Lord Jesus Christ himself tauglatnalsthe Creed of the holy
Fathers has handed down to [U$” https://www.theopedia.com/chalcedonian-creed

By God’s grace we will come to understand, perceive, angegirand the gospel of the
Kingdom. We will do that when our hearts are turned byHhbly Spirit and we repent
of sin and believe in Jesus Christ alone for our salwgthe Gospel of Christ, His
atoning work on behalf of those for whom He lived, dieds Waried, and rose again to
sit at the right hand of the Almighty, King of kingsdaLord of lords, and coming again).
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By God's grace we will follow the Christ.

Mary Craig, D. Min.

He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyeib us
The kingdom of the Son of His love. Colossians 1:13 NKJV

© 2021 Mary Craig Ministries, Inc. All rights reservedww.marycraig.org
www.mcmitffr.org

Thank you for giving to MCM! Donate: Mary Craig Ministrjes
Inc., P. O. Box 4610, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338-4610 or through
| PayPal® online atvww.marycraig.org Go to marycraig.org for

'~ the latest articles and words received. Take a look emalsthat

| God is doing through this ministry, in world missions, in
evangelism, the Barnabas Project, Craighouse® Christia
Fellowship, home visitation, Kinetic Koinonia, mediadanore.
Worship with us 4:30 p.m. Sundays via teleconference. Readt 8#C954-491-7270.
Send in your prayer requests. Follow MCM Bible teachangbRev. Jim Craig’s
sermons; go tavww.marycraig.organd click on “Audio Bible Studies” oDivine
Appointment’radio ministry; or go tavww.mcmtffr.orgfor audio sermons, teachings,
and handout sheets. Free. Gevtew.marycraigverses.orgr “Enjoying God for Life,”
daily encouragement and growing in your faith. Gewawv.marycraig.smugmug.com
for some pictures of MCM world missions.

See our new Mary Craig Ministries YouTube Channel here:
www.youtube.com/channel/UCs4c-InXmh2HKF36huJQTCBubscribe for free.

Free books by Dr. Craig to download, print, or just opehuese, here:
www.marycraig.org/Catalog.htm

Mary Craig Ministries, Inc. is a USA 501 (C) (3) nonprafrporation founded in 1993.
Federal ID 65-0429517.


http://www.marycraig.org/
http://www.mcmtffr.org/
http://www.marycraig.org/index.html
http://www.marycraig.org/
http://www.mcmtffr.org/
http://www.marycraigverses.org/
http://www.marycraig.smugmug.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs4c-InXmh2HKF36huJQTOA
https://www.marycraig.org/Catalog.htm

