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Law and Gospel always brings us to the Word of God wittm@oy questions. | hope to provide
you with better understanding of the relationship betwkemt To do that, we cannot leave out
discussing the New Covenant in Christ’s Blood, for wlesus accomplished, what we call “the
cross-work of Christ,” brought in a covenant thatatidr, better, better. (Hebrews)

We need to see the mercy in the Mosaic Covenant of lGad redeemed a people out of Egypt,
out of bondage and slavery, to worship Him and to be Hi®odstration people. They were to
be separate, different from other people groups. Godthamea Law. Like all covenants of

the Living God, the Mosaic covenant is unilateral, nogetiable, and expected to be kept.

First let’s look at what Jesus said and then what thauApostle said about the Law and living
the Law. Remember, the Law did not nullify the pramitie Law cannot give Life; only the
Holy Spirit gives life. The Law of the Spirit offel has set us free from the Law of Sin and
Death; in order to sin that grace may abound? NGt Wk might obey through faith which
works by love, a supreme loyalty and attachment to Jesus.

1.Law, The

Jesus Do not think that | came to abolish the Law or thepReds; | did not come to abolish, but
to fulfill,” (Matthew 5:17).

Paul: 'Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it nevet ©n the contrary, we establish
the Law."(Romans 3:31):What | am saying is this: the Law, which came four haeddand
thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant posWoratified by God, so as to nullify the
promise’ (Galatians 3:17).

2.Law, Living the

Jesus You shall not commit murder; You shall not commit adyit& ou shall not steal; You
shall not bear false witnesS;Honor your father and mother; and You shall love yaigimbor
as yourself' (Matthew 19:18, 19).

Paul 'Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; fevhieeloves his neighbor has
fulfilled thelaw. ° For this, "You shall not commit adultery, You shalt narder, You shall not
steal, You shall not covet," and if there is any ottmmmandment, it is summed up in this
saying, "You shall love your neighbor as yourséft.'ove does no wrong to a neighbor; love
therefore is the fulfillment athelaw.” (Romans 13:8-10)

In Galatians, Paul shows that if the cross is eitfisicured or superseded, the gospel is no
gospel. If observing the Mosaic Law is necessary t@talveither alone or attached to Christ’s
work, it's really another gospel. No, the cross issble ground of acceptance. It is Jesus alone,


https://www.podbean.com/eu/pb-dafnq-e8c8
https://www.podbean.com/eu/pb-dafnq-e8c8ba

not Jesus plus something. The atonement is the exclysived of salvation. Other things must
be put in their place (Gal. 5:1-4). We are not to petverpurity of the gospel (Galatians 1:7,
8). Doom is justified by the nature of Christ’s death laythis highest exhibition of God’s
wisdom, love, and faithfulness. In other words, the etmant is the greatest act of God in the
universe, the highest demonstration of God'’s glory. eBelis are not to build their confidence
on rites and rituals, ceremonies, and legal observabgeen the atonement of Jesus Christ.
(Phil. 3:18)

In reflecting on the OT sacrificial system, the ajgsstonsidered it to be both TYPICAL and
SYMBOLICAL, i.e., TYPE and SYMBOL.

The Mosaic Law included precepts and prohibitions, threatpanalties which united into a
system. That system upheld the divine holiness of (Ged¥il of sin, and the necessity of
dealing with that sin through sacrifices.

Prophecy and sacrifices are found together and throwdjgdn each other. They run as
parallel lines through the entire OT economy. Theifsaes themselves may be regarded as a
sort of prophecy inasmuch as they became a guaranteecio tvbiveracity of God was
pledged. The shadow must one day become a reality. pieted to the great fact of the NT in
Christ’s Blood to come. Together from the time & finst promise in Genesis 3:15 to the
coming of Christ, the reality had been appointed to appedrthe OT system pointed in both
type and symbol this reality to come.

Today we talk about sacrifice and sacrament. We neesirtember that sacrifice denotes what
is given to God. Sacrament points out what God gwess. Nevertheless, the sacramental
character of sacrifices may be discerned in theesy§od provides all along. All along there
were signs and seals given to believers and such w&edf God gave the system of offering
blood sacrifices as a method of acceptable worshipinblisictions were explicit and detailed.

Let’s first consider the sacrifice of Abel and soragerences in the NT. Colossians 2:23;
Hebrews 9:4; 2 Chronicles 7:2. Abel's sacrifice wasreffan compliance with divine
appointment and not a mere will-worship. It was accept@bGod, more acceptable than
Cain’s, because it was offered in faith. The desckovesuming fire from heaven upon the
sacrifice said the offering was accepted, but that would baen terrifying, | think, if some
person dreamed this up for worship. It might otherwise siéenan angry God was there, not a
means by which a man and God were reconciled. How dickti@y that this consuming fire
was a token of divine acceptance? We must considereVealation began at the Fall and that
God conveyed His mind to Abel or someone. We are neftaolour own mind in the matter
and mode of worship for otherwise that is “will-worshipgViatthew 15:9

Abel’s sacrifice story is the first mention of sifice, but it doesn’t seem like it was some new
invention at the time. God'’s response to Cain seenmgltcaite that the mode of sacrifice was
known; customary. Later, at the time of Noah, theas already a distinction made between
clean and unclean animals; yet animal meat was nahenoo food until after the Flood.
Genesis 8:20. God did, however, distinguish between aledmnclean animals for sacrificial
purposes.

Under the Mosaic Law, sacrifices were distributed tiesses. The burnt-offering of the
primeval and patriarchal age was now to be accompanied bytgges of sacrifices. All the
bloody sacrifices were atoning sacrifices. Sin-offfgsiwere designed for the expiation of
certain sins. The Mosaic Law multiplied the sacefi@nd divided them into different classes
for different purposes. The sin-offerings were meanrovide the forgiving grace of God by



means of atonement, a vicarious atonement. Recoimnliahd the satisfaction of divine justice
could come in no other way. Worshippers offending a Gy were worthy of death. The
sacrifices symbolized the inevitable divine punishmentttiege sins and the debt note of sin
deserved. The death of a substitute demonstrated thdterer aould again be taken into favor.
The symbol and type is clear: An atonement by vicarogpsation is the indispensable
necessity.

We must see the grace in the OT system. 1. It wagcogs institution which God appointed
for means of reconciling a person to Himself, the offenolrty. 2. It was vicarious. 3.
Satisfaction of divine justice was effected by meansi@iictim’s death.

The Mosaic Law did not appoint sacrifices for mordon$es such as murder, adultery, or
idolatry or sins of a high hand. The sacrifices weo¥iged only:

1. for trespasses of a ceremonial nature,

2. for involuntary oversights and sins of ignorance,

3. for states of bodily defilement which had been pronounespasses according to the
laws which separated Israel from other nations.

Get this. The sins for which the sacrifices werelakike were not properly speaking, moral
offences. Touch a dead body, touch a grave—offer aisacriFor moral offences the blood of
bulls and goats could never take them away. Hebrews T sin offerings of the OT were

for theocratic trespasses. And on the great Day @fénent, the annual sacrifice was offered
for the priest and then for the collective sins ofehtre people during the course of the year so
that their relationship as the theocratic people of Gndd be once again in place. (Leviticus
16:15; Hebrews 9:13)

The positive law and the positive atonement came ixigtesce together. God developed the
concept of sin to awaken consciousness of sin. RomafAsGalatians 3:19. These laws were
external, positive, and transitory. The NT beliegeno longer under the penattystem of the
OT law; it has ceased.

Even at that, we must remember that ceremonial offemght still be connected with the
effects of sin or with the roots of sin in man’s natuBait they were external. The sin-offering
removed them and covered them, but had no power to pwgetiscience. Whenever an
Israelite contracted ceremonial guilt, he was out génant relationship with the God of Israel
and had no approach or access to God’s presence until thetespass was taken away. The
sin or trespass produced separation between the two aithng @onscious estrangement and
fear of the death which must necessarily ensue agsafes of sin.God does not sacrifice His
holinessto Hislove. Death is the due punishment for sin.

Likewise, transgression also meant the withdrawaiwlffand ecclesiastical privileges. The
sacrifices were provided for involuntary trespass oritiimg neglect, not for wanton
disobedience, remember. Let’s note:

1.The sin-offerings were not for mere offences agairssthte. They were not offered to man
but to God. They did not avert civil pains and penaltlesy removed offences against the
ceremonial law. When a worshipper brought the proper g&caf atonement, he was no longer
deemed defiled and had access to God. He could enter agamuttts of the sanctuary.

2.The sacrifices were not a mere expression of penitddeélement could only be removed by
sacrifice and by the sprinkling which was connected withfg@ Repentance is not exactly



excluded; but the system was external. Sin was atoneshd cancelled by a deed done. Do
this and you will live. Now, in the NT, is repent andiéet. It is a heart matter. Believe in
Jesus and you will be given eternal life.

3.The sacrifices were not a mere paying of homage tthéoeratic King. Yes, there were thank
offerings and free-will offerings, but the sin-offerings not a mere offer of homage to God.
Guilt was transferred to an animal victim who diedhe person’s place. The guilt incurred was
transferred to the sacrifice which stood as substitdebrews 9:9, 10

Nevertheless, something actually happened on the ocaafstwery sacrifice in the OT system.
In some lower sphere, there was actual deliverance aadaiéiation, a transaction. In point of
fact remission of guilt was effected. (Leviticus 4:2Mr&8atened punishments were removed.
But true and proper atonement does not come through thergkeof the world; the OT system
was a shadow, a type, a symbol, a preparation.

When blood was sprinkled on the holy place and its fumittinvas to show that God would
continue to reside when He beheld the blood of atonenidm.people needed the
reconciliation, not the place; thus Jesus’ commendeohn 4:23, 24:

But the hour is coming, and now is when the true worshipgirs/orship the Father in spirit and
truth, for the Father is seeking such to worship Himd &pirit, and those who worship Him
must worship in spirit and truth.

Today the Holy Spirit comes where the Blood of Chastpplied. The sacrifices were typical of
the Great Atonement. The OT system foreshadowed dmtiption for sin that was to come; it
was a prophetic anticipation of the NT atonement instCh sacrifice. Colossians 2:17;
Hebrews 8:5; Hebrews 10:1; Hebrews 9:23, 24.

The death of Christ is expressly represented as anngffend a sacrifice. Ephesians 5:2,
Hebrews 10:14; 1 Corinthians 5:7. Jesus entered Jerusalgm® day when the Passover meant
separation, according to the Law, for the sacrifitae Passover was the foundation of the
covenant with Israel and the thing which separated God and His people from the world.
Christ’s priestly act of sacrifice was the truth audbstance. Hebrews 9:7-14. When the once-
for-all-time everlasting sacrifice was offered, theador the others disappeared. Christ is our
Passover Lamb who was sacrificed (1 Corinthians 5:7)-Laineb of God for the household of
God. The vicarious death of Jesus, His atoning work, ibdkes for union in Christ, by which
we are accepted. Amen.

Delighting in the Grace of our Loving Father,

Mary Craig
Mary Craig, D. Min.

“He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and | willlbe God and he shall be My son.”
Revelation 21:7
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