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According to worldly values, much of our destiny isaeatording to where and to whom we are
born. These determine to a large degree our qualitfepblur medical care, education, work,
shelter, and how long we live.

Social power rises and falls on the ladder and hierastiprld society. Power is the ability to
affect social life, to make things happen. To make thivaggpen we need resources, like
knowledge, money, and position. Depending on our resouctesngjor types of power flow:
financial power, expert power, organizational power, andgmed power. If someone is
attractive, personable, wealthy, intelligent, and CE@ large corporation, that person can flex
power.

Titles, clothing, language, seats, the ability to rewandumish, the ability to hire or fire, the
ability to ask for favors, to control someone elsdéés(retirement, scheduling, privileges, salary,
bonuses, etc.) mean power in the secular world.

And what of status? We can list seven formative faatdhich influence our status in society:

biological constraints — energy levels, appearances oralemale, 1Q

cultural values — as being taught to work hard, to tithe, tesb@ul, to live off the
government

personal motivation — profit, personal gain, selfish a@imhi serving God, country, others
community assets — the neighborhood, church, schoolsstest

family stability — heritage, large family, prominence

financial inheritance — money, business, farm, property

chance — favor
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Ladders of power and prestige stand everywhere—in famalielss, work places, and churches.
The two most basic social processes involve compaardrdomination.

Enter Jesus Christ. When we are born again, receiggugsXhrist into our hearts and lives, we
are defined by the Word of God. We are who God saysevim&hrist. That is a truth, and the
truth transforms us no matter what. We have beeglitowith a price, redeemed by the Blood
of the Lamb, reconciled with the Father, forgivemd aet free from the power and penalty of sin.
Jesus Christ owns us. We are controlled by the Halyt SpVe enter the Kingdom of God.

In the KOG, we have the Most High God and Jesus HiscBming and speaking with authority
and power. Jesus’ right to rule does not come from ceepalitical force but from the Most
High. Jesus came without the traditional trappingsutfiaity, but He did come with
authority...His words had their own authority. Jesusnga of authority. He commands
demons. He teaches without quoting others. He has pdwéorney from His Father. God
gave Him the right to speak. He sought to glorify the €&aéimd not Himself. He used His
authority to serve and help others, who were the beaeés of His power. His message had
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authenticity. He was not self-seeking, self-serviedf;eanhancing, or self-assertive. John 5:26-
30; John 7:16-18; John 8:28; John 12:49-50. Jesus is God come #&sthe fl

For | have not spoken on My own authority; but the &atwho sent Me gave Me a command,
what | should say and what | should speak. And | knowHisatommand is everlasting life.
Therefore, whatever | speak, just as the Father hddte] so | speak.” John 12:49, 50 NKJV

In the KOG the way up is down; the way out is in. Cleifdwere as important as adults. We
say, “Act your age.” Jesus said to grow down to childl&eadvior. Children haven't yet
learned social and ethnic culture. They start offingstdependent, believing for good parents,
etc. The world says that to be great one must bemrpbowerful, a master, first, a winner, a
ruler, an adult. Jesus says be the servant oikallalslave, last, on the bottom, like a child.
Service to others becomes the yardstick of statuteeiK©G. Today we use the language of
service to promote selfish interests. Such self-sernangce was not what Jesus had in mind.

The servanthood of Jesus ended on the cross. Helliba sick on the Sabbath. He forgave
sins in odd places and not in the temple. He didn't idiscate in ministering. The least is the
greatest in the KOG.

The KOG is a flat society. Everyone stands sideid®y as people of the land with Almighty
God Supreme and Sovereign Ruler. Therefore, we seevamother in love and with
compassion knowing we’re all in the same boat. Euagyis important. Everyone makes a
difference.

Jesus was a menace to society. He was leading @@alitovement that promised to reorder
social and religious life. He shouldn’t have by allraty standards, but Jesus was drawing a
crowd. Common people might rise up with His messadg®pé and change. Jesus told stories
that stirred imaginations and flipped social worlds upsiderdoiie heralded a new set of values
in a new kingdom. He was a prophet who spoke of a fasheience to God’s reign with an
allegiance that pushed all other gods aside. Jesuswigimen utter abandon to the reign of the
Most High God, even in the face of the cross, antiwlag scary. Two factors undergirded
Jesus’ use of power:

1. Jesus influenced; He did not manipulate. He beckonedgé&mfillow Him. His words
and actions created a crisis. He invited a person to eng&kintary decision, to make a
choice. And yet those who responded had been chosee liedoioundation of the
world.

2. He used power and mobilized resources to serve the netddshafrting and the
stigmatized, not for vain glory and selfish ambitii®@ used power to empower others, to
provide others with resources.

Power is not inherently evil or wrong. It is how powseused. The Spirit of God brings order to
the life of God'’s people.

Jesus also knew the power of symbols. The symbdledingdom are the manger, the stable, a
donkey, the basin, thorns, the cross, and the tomhheSé, the basin, cross, and tomb become
the pivotal signs and symbols of the new kingdom.

The Passover centered on slaying a sacrificial lanaibcagement for sin and eating a special
Passover meal. When Jesus celebrated the final Passeal He did it in such a way as to
recall all the historical meanings of liberation and exddus slavery. The meal initiating the
new kingdom proclaims Jubilee. Jesus takes bread andiitheftthe vine and overturns the



entire sacrificial system. His death on the crogidowng liberation, Jubilee, freedom from
slavery to sin.

Jesus poured water into a basin and began to wash tietisfeet and to wipe them with the
towel. John 13:3-5. This Messiah carried a basin, daigger. The towel and basin are the
tools of a slave and of a servant, not the royal sysniosword, chariot, and stallion/horse.
Jesus forfeited the privilege of his position. He besmtr gymbolizing obedient service,
humility. This was dirty work. Jesus chose to sene @ive personal care. Servants were
expected to ignore their own hunger in order to senve testers. Jesus had food that His
disciples did not know about. His meat/food was taldoFather’s will and to finish His work.

The towel and basin define our trade in the KOG. Theytze tools of shalom. As we become
servants, serving one another in love, we all becom& gnes in God'’s flat kingdom under the
rule of the Most High God who is Lord of all.

Pilate used a basin to rid himself of responsibilityfesus’ death. Jesus used a basin as a sign
of love and service, taking responsibility for otherspgyior their sins that their sins might be
forgiven. Jesus is The Peace, but to the societyeofeligious, the society of the political, and
the society of the people...Messiahs who disturb the@ce will hang and bleed.

Jesus invites us to be people of the basin. John 13:14, 1%:19f Mt 7:21; Mt 25:31-46;
Mark 3:35. Luke 6:46. We're asked to sell, give, love, forgséhare, teach, serve, and go.

Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of thesenamdments, and teaches men so, shall be
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever dadgeaches them, he shall be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:19 NKJV

Being people of the basin will lead to the cross. dhess was the natural, legal, and political
result of how Jesus ministered. We will struggle to theway of love. We will be tempted to
flee, to fight, and to retaliate when the cross loomshe hill. We may seem like failures and be
written off. We may experience shame. If we setfaces like flint for Jerusalem, we must
know that there will be consequences to our choosing taJeses seriously and follow the
Lamb wherever He goes.

After that, He poured water into a basin and begavetsh the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them
with the towel with which He was girded...If | then, ydiord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. Favé lyiven you an example, that you should
do as | have done to you. John 13:5, 14, 15 NKJV

Jesus is after loyalty. Following Jesus will be albgiexpensive. Thus we are to calculate the
cost. Kingdom living will require a singularity of focusdaenergy. It is full time work.
Discipleship is costly if one takes Jesus seriously.

Our overriding temptation is to save our lives in begstems. We hip-hop. What we often
forget is that the early church was empowered and emerdpy the empty tomb. With the
empty tomb, with the raising of Jesus from the dead, Goadped the powers of sin in a
nonviolent but spectacular victory over the principaitié darkness. The empty tomb signals
God'’s steadfast love and care.

The assembly of called out ones, which we call the Ghuras a mission to be in the world but
not of the world. Ours is an alternate culture, a propinenistry. We offer an alternative

social reality. We act as salt and light. We aléed to be a corporate witness to God’s love
and grace. We are to embody God'’s design for human itytegholeness, and shalom. We are



to preserve truth and promote justice. We are to keefaitt, to preach, teach, and proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Truth lies in the heart of grace. A joyful delightvits from God’s spirit of mercy. Generosity
replaces consumption and accumulation. We will berginot takers. We will give graciously,
generously, gladly, and as the Holy Spirit guides, atingras we have purposed in our hearts.
We will be grace givers. Shalom is to overcome rgeeand basins are to replace swords. We
are to be peace makers. We are to reach down aonthits up. We are to walk in humility and
yet stand firm. We yield judgment to God, who judges wihteous judgment.

Jesus is coming again. We are to watch, be readghwpoilearn to be overcomers, follow the
Lamb wherever He goes, witness, and be faithful untthdea

Pray the Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, which art in heaven. Hallowed be thy nafey.

kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in k@aVvGive us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead umtwotemptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and theydlanever and ever. Amen.
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But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaa, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Acts 1:8 KJV
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