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God’s Covenantal Faithfulness

God is faithful, but some want a little proof that o®ed makes a binding oath, His decree
cannot be violated and is irrevocable. We have look2dsamuel 7, the foundation of the
Davidic covenant and of the entire monarchy in Isr&elthat chapter we saw references to King
David and his sons as kings (2 Samuel 7:2, 12, 13, 16). We sawitzdd this covenant
relationship, and we saw God named “Yahweh of Host8)(VLord Yahweh” (v. 18, 19, 20,

28, 29), “Yahweh Elohim” (v. 22, 25), “Yahweh of Hosts, Godsvéel” (v. 27), and a climatic
conclusion of “And now, Lord Yahweh, You are He—the Elohim

We can see the central role played by God’s covenawotal to David in passages like 1 Kings
2:1-4, 1 Kings 8, and | Kings 9. God'’s covenant with David dm¢supplant the provisions of
the Mosaic covenant, and David’'s son Solomon understendesovisional character, meaning
that only as David’s descendants walk faithfully befdweltord will they enjoy the full

blessings of this covenant. Solomon understands (1 Bridgs 20, 24-26). In 1 Kings 9 God
appears to Solomon for the second time to remind him to tkeestatutes and ordinances given
to direct his life, again uniting the Mosaic and Davidicarmants. (1 Kings 9:5)

Now we can see a pattern develop when we trace tlerhatthe Word of God among the
kings of Israel. Slight variations may occur, butplagtern overall is this:

1. “God’s word experiences particularizatisa that a specific application of the broader
word concerning the Davidic covenant is made evident.’P@mer Robertson, p. 256)

2. “The particularized word of God finds verificatiamthe history of Israel.” (O. Palmer
Robertson, p. 256)

3. “The author of Kings pointedly calls attention to thdiiment of God’s word through
formularization” (O. Palmer Robertson, p. 256)

Solomon revolted against the kingship of God, so partokihgdom will revolt against him.

Yet because of God’s covenant to David, the rendingeokingdom would occur under
Solomon’s son, Rehoboam. When Rehoboam came dlmgoung king did not listen to the
counsel of the older men. God caused this “In ordertidanight cause to stand his word which
he had spoken.” (1 Kings 12:15) See 1 Kings 11:9-13, 31, 35; 5 Kg 3-15.

With the division of the kingdom, Jeroboam becomeiig of the northern kingdom, Israel,
with ten tribes. He wanted the heart of northeradkto be weaned from its loyalty to
Jerusalem, the central place of worship, so he summangone to Bethel in order to dedicate a
new altar (1 Kings 12:32f.). Remarkably, an unnamed marodfggophesies of a child to be
born to the house of David who will desecrate this unhttgr by burning men’s bones on its
surface. That child is even named, Josiah. This propgoeogs some 300 years before Josiah
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appears as king in Judah. The altars and false worshgnsg$ the northern tribes will become
known in scripture as “the sin of Jeroboam.” Jerobsatefeat is declared from its beginning.
Jeroboam will fail to break loose from God’s ordainedter of worship.

Josiah does come and break down the altar at Betli@hg® 23:15, 16. And with the
fulfillment comes the formula “according to the woifdv@hweh.”

Another remarkable thing is that this same unnamed propbeires the victim of God’s
judgment himself. He rejects the bribery of Jeroboarhdbes not resist the pleas of one who
pretends to have a word from God. This disobedienceirrds death, and again we have the
formula of fulfillment. (1 Kings 13:11-32)

1 Kings 16:34; Joshua 6:26 — Joshua placed a curse on anyongiatgdémrebuild Jericho,
namely the death of his firstborn son and the dealisofoungest son. Hiel of Bethel initiated
the rebuilding of Jericho. His firstborn son diest&t laying of the new foundation, yet he
persists until he raises up the gates of the city. cbhapletion of the city brings the death of his
youngest son. This, the Bible says, is “according tavitvel of Yahweh which He spoke.” (1
Kings 16:34)

1 Kings 21:17-24; 1 Kings 22:34, 35, 38; 2 Kings 9:21-26, 30-37, 10:10, 17 — édlab t
possession of Naboth's vineyard. As Ahab proudly walkdatihe, he is met by Elijah and given
four distinct prophecies.

1. 1Kings 21:19 — Ahab will meet a violent death and as furtheniliation, his blood shall
be shed on this very ground. 1 Kings 22:10, 19. The regal pothp efrthly kings is
contrasted with the glory of the one true living God,tthe King of the covenant.
Conflicting prophetic projections concerning an ensuing batttein the death of Ahab,
1 Kings 22:37, 38, “according to the word of Yahweh which pteke.” Ahab is spared
the humiliation of dying on Naboth'’s vineyard because ludl#s repentance, though
imperfect. The judgment defers to his son Joram (1Kiig27-29).

2. The second prophecy of this chapter concerns Joramywilitatie violently on Naboth’s
vineyard. This finds fulfillment when Joram dies at laeds of Jehu, who casts his
corpse onto the field. The formula? 2 Kings 9:26urely | saw yesterday the blood of
Naboth and the blood of his sons,” says the Lord, “amil repay you in this plot,” says
the Lord. Now therefore, take and throw him on the pfaround, according to the word
of the Lord.

3. The third prophecy in 1 Kings 21 concerns Ahab’s posteritwilll suffer annihilation 1
Kings 21:21f. This word is repeated to Jehu in 2 Kings 9:1-9. fulhkment is in 2
Kings 10:17 and the elimination of Ahab’s line comes “accortbritpe word of Yahweh
which He spoke.”

4. The fourth prophecy concerns Jezebel. The dogs willezatbel in the district of Jezreel.
1 Kings 21:23. This prophecy is repeated by Elisha in 2 Kings 9tddmes about in 2
Kings 9:30-37. The formula comes in 2 Kings 9:3®erefore they came back and told
him. And he said;This is the word of the brD, which He spoke by His servant Elijah
the Tishbite, saying, ‘On the plof groundat Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel;”

2 Kings 7:1, 2; 2 Kings 7:16-20. A servant mocks God’s lordsidp the nations of the earth.
He may also have been mocking the provision of mars@ded in Exodus 16:4. Whatever, he
failed to acknowledge that all peoples, whether the hessyrmies or the Israelites, derived



their existence and their provision from the one tiwiad God. For this mocking, the servant
will see God’s provision with his eyes, but never tést2 Kings 7:2b. The next day, a measure
of fine meal is sold for a shekel according to the wdrdahweh. The servant, i.e., the captain
of the gate, sees this but gets none. He is trodden tio @ethe gate of the city as a ravenous
mob presses toward the abandoned provisions of the Sytbndies “according to the word of
the man of God which he spoke.”

2 Kings 20:12-18; 2 Kings 24:10-17. Hezekiah had been healed by Gawdhtotal grace on
God’s part. Hezekiah did well, but at one point he redpdoolishly. Emissaries from Babylon
come and Hezekiah falls for the flattery. He shdwesn all the riches of his kingdom with great
pride. This folly brings divine judgment. Isaiah prophesiet all the wealth in which he
gloried will be carried away. God alone was worthyhaf glory in Israel. Fulfillment comes in
the days of Jehoiachin. As part of the removal ofygficom Israel, the king of Babylon takes
with him all the treasures of the Lord’s house “justh@sLord had said.” (2 Kings 24:13)
Failure to acknowledge Yahweh as King of kings and Lordmfsl meant the loss of all.

What's the point? The entire history of the monarchy in Isral is governed by the word of
the Lord. God established the covenant relationship witbavid. God made sure His word
remained true. The author of Kings says it himself. 2 Kings 17:7-41. Faitarkeep God’s
covenant resulted in being cast out of the land. Stubledusal to hear and to heed God’s word
seals their fate.

Another important point. “Predictive prophecy occurs only asit relates organically to the
covenantal ordinances established between God and His peopl®. Palmer Robertson, p.
267) Commitments in the past by God as Lord of the covenant d@tnine the course of the
future. Historical reality explains and is the outworkinglod verbal commitment by Yahweh
in the covenant. What we have in the books of thgskia the overarching purpose concerning
the justification of the ways of God with His peopl&udgments occur according to the word of
Yahweh which He spoke. The word of warning concerning ithggdom was built into the
Davidic covenant and worked out repeatedly in specifaoistances in Israel’s history.

In contrast to God’s faithfulness to strike Israel’s sonsn the northern kingdom is God'’s
faithfulness to sustain the line of David in the southGod chastened David’s sons according
to the provisions of the covenant, but He never rehdiis lovingkindness as He did from the
house of Saul. Even as the last of David’s line findsskif in prison, God still remembers
covenant mercy.

Now it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of #pigity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the
twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the rhothtat Evil-Merodach king of Babylon, in
the year that he began to reign, released Jehoiaclgrokiludah from prison. He spoke kindly
to him, and gave him a more prominent seat than tha$e &ings who were with him in
Babylon. So Jehoiachin changed from his prison garmamtshe ate bread regularly before the
king all the days of his life. And as for his provisiotiere was a regular ration given him by
the king, a portion for each day, all the days of hes & Kings 25:27-30.

Side note:Jehoiachin King of Judah, also known dsconial Coniah, or Jechonias. ...
Jehoiachin son ofJehoiakimand Nehushta, was also call&gtoniah and Coniah, became king
at age 18, but only reigned three months. He was forcaattender to Nebuchadrezzar Il and
was taken to Babylon (597 B.C.), along with 10,000 of his subjédtdtaniah was the son of
Josiah and the uncle d&hoiachin, the reigning king of Judah. In 597 B.C. the Babylonians
under King Nebuchadrezzar besieged and captured Jerusalentdeplmetedlehoiachinto
Babylon and made Mattaniah regent under the rnéadekiah. Zedekiah, original name



Mattaniah, (flourished 6th century B.C.), was the last king of Ju@®7-587/586 B.C.). His
reign ended in thBabylonian destruction of Jerusalem and the deportation of masiedews
to Babylon.

The end of the Davidic monarchy and the devastatioarotalem fulfills the covenantal curse
associated with the Davidic covenant. Expulsion ftbenland of promise is a reversal of the
blessing expressed in the covenant with Abraham. Abrahdegscendants are now treated as
the uncircumcised and cast out of the land. Expul$icough exile dramatizes a massive failure
under the old covenant. Israel failed. All Israelefdi Judgment was inevitable, yet the
prophets would declare a hope beyond devastation. Everaakfailed to fulfill its covenantal
responsibilities, God will not fail in His purpose toasish a people to glorify His own name.
He will redeem a people to Himself from among the faiEhumanity, and He will not be
stopped.

The consummation of God’s covenant is not realizatthe stage is set for a return of David’s
Son to the throne of Israel. A greater will comelmsurety of God’s covenant faithfulness.
God is faithful, and He also will do it. As the prophé¢slare, there will be a return to the land
of promise, the restoration of acceptable worship, aethe@wal of a regal messianic line. This
will come in a new covenant relationship. This newer@nt will supersede God’s previous
covenantal administrations while at the same timetnbeeality of the essence of the previous
covenants. This is why we will call the new covenar€lmist the Covenant of Consummation.

May we praise our Covenant-keeping Lord for His faithfulness,

Mary Craig
Mary Craig, D. Min.

“And to you and your descendants | will give the land of your sojourn--all the land of Canaan--as an
eternal possession; and | will be their God." Genesis 17:8

“And He told me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty |
will give freely from the spring of the water of life. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and | will
be his God and he shall be My son.” Revelation 21:6, 7.
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